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cautious and pacifically inclined members of the Cabinet,
like Mr. Morley and Lord Loreburn, and even the Prime
Minister himself, would not be willing to go as far as he
himself did in encouraging the French and in making joint
military preparations. Throughout his memoirs and in his
dealings with the Germans, as revealed in the new German
documents, one finds that Sir Edward Grey had a very
strong undercurrent of sympathy with the French and a
correspondingly strong suspicion of Germany's intentions.
Probably therefore he preferred to be free to give Ca-mbon
his personal friendly views, in a way that he might not have
been able to do, if a Cabinet had discussed the subject and
adopted a formal statement of policy which would have
tied his hands.
At any rate he concealed the matter from the majority
of his colleagues in a way which seems hardly to accord
with the seeming honesty and frankness of his memoirs.
He entered upon that slippery path of thinking that he
could encourage the French with joint military prepara-
tions, and yet keep his "hands free"—a fatal double policy
which he pursued for eight years. After the War, with more
experience and with a realization of the seriousness of the
criticisms of men like Lord Loreburn, he admits in his
memoirs, rather sadly and regretfully, "I think there should
have been a Cabinet/3192 In this he is right.
Lord Haldane has left- an account of these secret prepa-
rations for military cooperation with France. He has told
how, in the midst of the General Election of January, 1906,
he "at once went to London, summoned the heads of the
British General Staff, and saw the French Military Attache,
Colonel Huguet, a man of sense and ability. I became
aware at once that there was a new army problem. It was,
192 Grey, I, 84, and again, p. 96: "I have always regretted that
the military conversations were not brought before the Cabinet at
once: this would have avoided unnecessary suspicion."

